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By Lucretia Chester

HAT happens before the foot-

lights of fashion all the world

knows. Nothing is so much
In the spotlight as fashion. A visitor
from Mars would be likely, first of
all, to become conscious of femining
apparel.

Behind the footlights is another
matter, -In that hall of mystery all
is different, because it is the other
side of the picture. And a truly fas
cinating other side it is!

It is speaking the truth to say
that, being Parisian, there Issome.
thing as distinctive, as different,
behind these scenes of life as in life
In the set stage before the eyes of
those who are bidden to see.

If you have ever been beyond the
wings at a big stage show you know
what a Hhurrying and scurrying
there -1s, how the principals and
the chorus girls scurry to and from
dressing rooms. Perhaps costumes
mre to be changed a dozen times,
and the margin of minutes is not
great. There must be expertuess not
obly In wearing clothes, but in get-
ting in and out of them.

Actually there is & great deal of
this atmosphere in the great atelleres
of Parls, Where the destinfes of fash-
fon are strongly influenced, it not
actually determined

A scampering of feminine feet, a
fascinating swish of taffeta and lace,
a swirl of gauze, a muttered excla-
mition in charming treble French,
and one gown on a fair figure has
besn substituted for another.

The model who has paraded be-
fore Monsieur the Critle is ordered
removed and another prescribed for
its place. Mademoiselle rushes to the
dressing room, reaches to remove her
glippers’ while the “dresser” reaches
here and there on her person dex-
{erously ‘to loosen hooks or buttons.
Both work frantically to cut to the
minimum the number of minutes in-
tervening between one display and
another. ' It is.not to be doubted that
the haste I8 not Influenced by artistio
pride alone. The master 15 a great
chap for “temperament.” He Is petu-
jant and enthusiastic by turns. He
jaughs in delight—yes, and he hes
been known to weep, Everything is

lovely, or everything is terrible, His
helpers are angels, and they are {m-
beclles.

From that you may guess that the
life of the mannequin is not always
flowery. If the talent ordered to
make or modify a design has “fallen

Duplicated in the Rush of Work
by Designers and Helpers in

the Great Atelieres, and Why

the Mannequin’s Job is
Not ‘Always So

duwn.' s.he muuueuuin ]b lliul,v 10
suffer gome of the results of the tem-
peramental storm that follows.

M. Paul Polret, who Is a sort of
Belasco of fashion, should be cred-
ited as by no means sharing the
storminesg of certain other designers.

Delightfal as

with the Hel

He has hlu tempestuous moments, to
be sure, but his skill of management
{s as evident in managing a situs-
tion as in managing & design.

It is a curious” and fascinating
spectacle to watch Polret give the
“touch” to n gown while the model

Behind tho smor BhroFashuo

How the Scurry of the Stage is
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stands and the seamstress-dresser
lends her nimbla help. A ‘Sol" und
f8o1" and wihat was o half effect 1a
a complete .efléct. These after-
thoughts, these modifcations left to
the supreme moment of crentive ef-

fort, are what make a gown out of

the urdlnarr

All thifs {8 not to say a word nhou_t
the sewing women whoso ardious
work has given rough or finighed
form to the gowns that are exhibited
to the erltical cye that must bear tho
brunt of final critielsm. There is an
army of these women—the cleverest

How Modern Soldiers Are Trained to Judge Distances Correctly

given It as their opinlon that

the training of soldlers' eye-
sight ig the first and most important
feature of musketry, and a man who
{8 a good judge of distance is of much
greater value on the batilefield than
ong who is a skilled shot only.

Not tha leagt Interesting are the
legsons for Lrninlng a soldier to see
in the dark It is fmpressed upon
him that the ability to see in the dark
{ucreases with practice.

It is found that on open level
ground a standing man in khaki can
b 5éen on an ordinary dark night at
about 12 yards, on o starlight wight
o4 yards, and on & moonlight night,
with the ‘moon behind the observer,
m yards,

en the moon is behind the per-

kod at. the limit of yision is
.nout 100 yards,

A wlnmn of tourn moving toward

MANY military experts have

the observer can be seen on an ordl-
nary dark night at about 18 yards'
distance; when starlight, at about 40
yards; with the moon behind the ob-
server, 120 yards; and about 140 yards
when the moon i8 behind the men
looked at.

Soldlers are trained to judge dis-
tances up to 1000 yards. Eight hun-
dred yards s fixed as the limit for
the rank and file, because it Ig found
that the most expert shots rarely hit
& small target such as a prone figure
at distances over 800 yards, even
when the range is known.

The Britlsh standard of accuracy
requires that the mean error for
trained soldiers in judging distances
within 800 yeards range should not
exceed 100 yards. In judging distunce
tests, officers, non-commisgioned of:
flcers and men whose error exceeds
20 per cent. are regarded as incf-
ficient,

In Germany, according to !'Notes
on Visual Training," the best judges

make 10 per cent. of error; In Aus-
tria the average error is 12 per cent

In France 16 per cent. is 1aid down
ns the normal error up to 1000 yards,

In America a very practical sliding
scala 13 in vogue, where the highest
gkill in ghooting must be accompa-
nied by a high standard in judging
distance.

The following Is & rough guide for
judging lateral distances running at
right angles to the observer at varl-
ous distances; With one eye shut
and the hand at arm’s length to the
front with the fingers perpendicular,
the breadth of six fingers will cover
100 yards of lateral distance at a dis-
tance of 500 yards from the observer.

Under the same conditlons the
breadth of three fingers will cover a
Iateral distance of 100 yards at a dis-
tance of 1000 yards.

The breadth of two fingers will
cover a lateral distance of 100 yards
ot 1500 yards,

The width of the thumb will rough.

1y cover 100 yards of meral distance
2009 yarda awny.

This method may be .employed to
indidate roughly the approximate dis-
tance of an objective from & dedcrip-
tfon point. Only ope hand nhoutd be
uged, even if more than one hand's
breadth s required to indleate the
distance.

The arm must be held out perfeatly

stralght from the shoulder In front
of the face, with the fingers vertical.

If, however, the object 18 immedi-
ately above or below ‘the deseription
point, the fingers should be horls
rontnl.

1n measuring distances, one eye
ghould be closed, and both the de-
seription polnt and the objective kopt
In view,

The Strange Tree 'l'l:at Makes You Sneeze

of Natal and other parts of

South Africa, TIts odd name WRS
given to'it because one can not SAW
il without sneezing violently,

The dasl of its wood has just the
same effect as the strongest snuff,
and is so Irritating to the nose that
workmen are obliged to Bneeze even
when they are planing it

1t a plece of wood of thig tree I8
put in the month It 1g found to hlwa

THE gneeze-wood tree s a native o

very bitter taste, and no doubt 1t

{8 this bltterness which preyents in-
sects of any kind from atmclgm: the
timber of the sneeze-wood tree,

The fact that insects find it so dis-
agreeable makes Ita wood very valus
nble, for work that ls raqulred to last
a long time.

Chicory, as mixed with collee, 18
the dried and’ ground rootl of a
varlety ‘of endlva

;I'fpicul Gi;llory in Whigh
Mann:?ujnl Display
New Costumes Be "(Jlltnh b

tw,'u-treem Paris can find,’ mmr of
rln {ndeed, meriting the ‘titlg ot
{st. Tho really crégtive part ot
tuhlon making ls truly & mattet of
many Influences from many brglos
and many handa.

Nor docs hls tell of that ofher
hour when costumes are ghown to the
buyers, buyers who have, Derhaps,
{ravéled (housands of miled to ‘ser
thego latest creations,

Thig hour ot dieplay to the buyers 3
(s a Myoly and woarisome one for the
mannequins. Bven (¢ seyeral of the

young Women models haye bgni.pn;

locted tr begin the display, the
always the Ilkelthood that the
will particularly admira the
that some ong ot them Willioop rlb-
ute to & gown, Thig m
many gowns must ba word by this
one mahinequin, and speed agaln be-
comed on {mportant matte .
and chogrtylncss and cbarm. "The

nequitl must 100K as It she were
bﬂn olt lmmensely, gven
J\T utterly tuged, as sho

l.
'P’B'om g thedo oxhibitions last
beyond all rgmnnble pailblng times
{or menld. mgl‘.lmcl. [ lll. ‘they
1o puncty y dellghtful teas in
%hluh fayored n ngdullu are ahked
, & mannequib mnx-

{o foln. 1o’
mg tod nr o alntaf deml ‘thsse may
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A :lﬂu the olfective 15 o
qn.‘nﬂ lnclﬁeplﬂly ?q*n. R
Mhlw 18 real
#orﬁ. 11.1- mmm 8 busi-
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